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How does it 
affect you? 


3 he Health and Welfare Sante et Bien-étre social 
Canada Canada 


Human Rights Act 


The Canadian Human Rights Act was passed in July 
1977. Part IV of this Act deals with the protection of 
personal information and provides for Canadian 
residents to obtain access to personal information 
about them held in federal government files, and to 
have some control over the accuracy of the 
information and its uses. 

All information on the application forms for 
benefits under an International Social Security 
Agreement that Canada has signed with another 
country is collected under the authority of the Old Age 
Security Act or the Canada Pension Plan and is used 
to determine eligibility for benefits payable by virtue 
of such an agreement. 

For more details on the use of the information 
collected through these application forms and your 
right to inspect and correct the information, you 
should refer to the Federal Information Bank Index 
available at any Canadian Post Office. 

Each Information Bank is identified by a unique 
number in the index mentioned above. The index 
number for programs which fall under the provisions 
of an International Social Security Agreement is 
14165. 
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The Minister of National Health and Welfare 
1981 
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Introduction 


The purpose of this booklet is to explain how the 
Agreement on Social Security between Canada and 
France may enable you to qualify for social security 
benefits from Canada or France which may not be 
available without such an agreement. 

A Reciprocal Social Security Agreement between 
Canada and France was signed on February 9, 1979. 
The Agreement came into effect on March 1, 1981. 


Purposes of the Agreement 


This Agreement enables the two countries to 
coordinate their social security programs which deal 
with the contingencies of old age, disability and 
death. It protects the social security rights of French 
and Canadian migrant workers earned as a result of 
contributions to a particular program or periods of 
residence in a given country. 

The agreement provides for continuity of coverage 
and the elimination of double coverage. Thus, in most 
cases, an employee who is sent from Canada to work 
in France may continue his Canadian coverage for a 
specific period. While covered by Canada, he will be 
exempt from contributions to the French social 
security scheme. If he remains in France after the end 
of the period, he will become covered by France, but 
will then be exempt from contributions to the Canada 
Pension Plan. The same applies, in reverse, to an 
employee who is sent from France to work in Canada. 


Persons covered by 
the Agreement 


A person may benefit from the Canada/France 
Agreement with respect to: 


coverage under the social security legislation of the 
two countries; or 
the payment of benefits under such legislations. 


Coverage 
As a general rule, an employee is subject to the 
legislation of the country in which he works. Also as a 
general rule, the Agreement ensures that he will be 
exempt from contributions under the legislation of 
the other country in respect of the same work. 

There are some exceptions: 


a detached worker, i.e. an employee who is sent from 
One country to work in the other, may generally 
continue his former coverage for a period of time as 
described under “’Purposes of the Agreement”; 

an employee working as a crew member for a public 
or private company engaged in international 
transportation other than shipping (i.e. mostly air 
crew) will normally be covered under the legislation 
of the country where the company has its principal 
place of business and will not have to make 
contributions in respect of that work to the social 
security scheme of the other country; 

an employee of the government of one country will 
not pay contributions to the other country if he is sent 
to work there but he will generally pay only to the 
other country if he is hired locally to work there. 


Provision is made in the Agreement for the issuance, 
in specific circumstances, of certificates of coverage. 
Such a certificate will attest to coverage under the 
legislation of one of the countries and may be used to 
claim an exemption from contributions under the 
legislation of the other. 


Certificates of coverage under the Canada Pension 
Plan may be requested from: 


The Accounting and Collections Division 
Department of National Revenue — Taxation 
875 Heron Road 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada K1A OL8 


Certificates of coverage under the legislation of 
France may be requested from: 


Centre de Sécurité Sociale 
des Travailleurs Migrants 
11, rue de la Tour des Dames 
75436 Paris Cedex 09 

France 


Additional information about the application of the 
coverage provisions of the Agreement may be 
obtained from The Accounting and Collections 
Division of the Department of National Revenue — 
Taxation at the address given above. 


Benefits 
Benefits payable under the Canada/France 
Agreement may be paid to persons who were 
affiliated with the social security legislation of the two 
countries. 

With. respect to the legislation of Canada, the 
Canada/France Agreement applies: 


to anyone who has been covered under the following 
Canadian legislation: 


the Old Age Security Act (at least one year of 
residence in Canada after age 18); 
the Canada Pension Plan (both the contributor and 
dependents or survivors of the contributor). 

With respect to the legislation of France, the 
Canada/France Agreement applies: 


to all Canadian and French nationals who have been 
subject to the following French legislation: 


le regime général des travailleurs salariés de 
l'industrie et du commerce; 

le regime général des travailleurs salaries des 
professions agricoles; 

les regimes des travailleurs non-salariés des 
professions agricoles et non agricoles; 

les regimes spéciaux a l’exclusion de celui des 
fonctionnaires; 


or 
to dependents or survivors of such nationals 
or 


to Canadian or French survivors of contributors to a 
French plan which is covered by the Agreement 
whether or not the contributor is a national of either 
country. 


Further, Canadian residents who are nationals of a 
third country with which France has a social security 
convention may also qualify for old age and 
survivors’ benefits acquired under French legislation. 


Benefits affected by 
the Agreement 


The Canada/France Agreement coordinates the Old 
Age Security and the Canada Pension Plan programs 
in Canada with the operation of the social security 
programs in France which deal with old age, 
disability, survivors’ and death benefits. 


Canadian benefits 
The Old Age Security Act 


Old Age Security is a non-contributory program 
based on age, residence and legal status in Canada. 


The Old Age Security Pension 


In order to qualify for an Old Age Security pension by 
virtue of the Canada/France Agreement, a person 
must satisfy the following conditions: 


be 65 years of age; 

be a Canadian citizen or a legal resident of Canada at 
the time the application is approved, or have been a 
Canadian citizen or legal resident of Canada 
immediately prior to ceasing residence in Canada; 
have at least 1 year of residence in Canada after age 
18; 

meet the minimum residence conditions of the Old 
Age Security legislation. The Agreement permits the 
addition of specific periods of residence in France to 
periods of residence in Canada after age 18 to satisfy 
the minimum 10 years of residence required for the 
payment of the Old Age Security pension in Canada, 
or the minimum 20 years of residence required for the 
payment of the pension abroad. Only years of 
residence in France after age 18 that have been 
accumulated between January 1, 1966 and the date of 
approval of the application may be used to establish a 
person’s eligibility for the pension. 


The amount of benefit paid under the Agreement is 
equal to 1/40th of the full pension for each complete 
year of residence in Canada after age 18. 


Spouse’s Allowance 


The Old Age Security Act provides for the payment of 
a monthly allowance to the spouse of an Old Age 
Security pensioner if the couple’s revenue does not 
exceed a specific level. The aim of the program Is to 
provide additional income to couples living ona 
single pension. 

An Old Age Security pensioner’s spouse who is 
between 60 and 65 years of age and who meets the 
Same residence conditions outlined above for the Old 
Age Security pension may be eligible to receive a 
Spouse’s Allowance. For totalization purposes only 
years of residence in France after age 18 accumulated 
between January 1, 1966 and the date of approval of 
the application may be used to satisfy the minimum 
eligibility condition. Spouse’s Allowance is a 
domestic benefit and may only be paid outside 
Canada for six months in addition to the month of 
departure. 

The amount of allowance paid is based on the 
couple’s income and the number of complete years 
that the spouse has resided in Canada after age 18. 


Guaranteed Income Supplement 


The Guaranteed Income Supplement, also provided 
for under the Old Age Security Act, is only payable to 
Old Age Security pensioners who are resident in 
Canada and who have little or no income other than 
the pension. The Guaranteed Income Supplement is 
an income-tested benefit based on the pensioner’s 
income and marital status. While this benefit is not 
covered under the Agreement, it may still be added to 
an Old Age Security pension paid by virtue of the 
Agreement. It may not be paid outside of Canada for 
more than six months following the month of 
departure. 
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The Canada Pension Plan* 


The Canada Pension Plan is a contributory social 
insurance program which provides protection in the 
event of retirement, disability or death. 

The Canada Pension Plan has a disability benefit, 
including benefits paid to the children of the disabled 
contributor; a surviving spouse’s pension; orphan’s 
benefits; a death benefit; and a retirement pension. 

When an applicant does not meet the minimum 
contributory requirements for a Canada Pension Plan 
benefit, the Canada/France Agreement provides for 
the addition of periods of contributions to the Canada 
Pension Plan to periods of insurance earned under 
the social security system in France (totalization). 
Thus, for purposes of establishing entitlement to a 
benefit, any year in which a person has a quarter of 
coverage under the French schemes is considered as 
a year of contributions to the Canada Pension Plan. 
However, the contributor must have contributed to 
the Canada Pension Plan in at least 1 year before the 
totalization provisions apply. Once a person’s right to 
a Canada Pension Plan benefit is established through 
totalization, the amount of the benefit is calculated in 
accordance with the contributions to the Plan. 

While the eligibility conditions vary from benefit to 
benefit, the process of totalization and prorating may 
apply to all benefits except the retirement pension. 
This pension is not covered by the Agreement since 
one valid contribution to the Plan is sufficient for 
payment of the pension in Canada or anywhere in the 
world to someone 65 years of age or older. 


*There is an equivalent program in Quebec, known as the Quebec 
Pension Plan. The federal government and the provincial 
government of Quebec have concluded arrangements whereby 
periods of contributions to the Quebec Pension Plan will be 
considered as periods of contributions to the Canada Pension Plan 
to establish entitlement to benefits and to determine the amount of 
benefits payable by virtue of the Canada-France Agreement. 
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Disability Benefits 


A contributor to the Canada Pension Plan who is 
under age 65 may be entitled to a disability pension if 
that person: 


is recognized as disabled within the meaning of the 
Canada Pension Plan; . 

has contributed to the Plan during 5 whole or part 
calendar years within the last 10 years for which 
contributions were required. In addition, the number 
of years of contributions must represent 1/3 of the 
contributory period up to a maximum of 10 years. 

The mental or physical invalidity from which the 
applicant suffers must be “severe and prolonged”; 
“severe’’ in the sense that the person is unable to 
regularly pursue gainful employment; ‘‘prolonged” in 
the sense that the disability may continue for a long 
and undetermined period, or is likely to result in 
death. 

The disability pension is payable until the recipient 
ceases to be disabled, reaches age 65 or dies. At 
age 65, the disability pension is automatically 
converted to a Canada Pension Plan retirement 
pension. 

Monthly benefits may be paid on behalf of the 
children of the disabled contributor providing they 
are under age 18 and have never been married. 
Children of the disabled contributor who are between 
the ages of 18 and 25, have never married, and are in 
full-time attendance at school or university may also 
be eligible for monthly benefits. 

A Canadian resident who does not meet the 
minimum contributory requirements of the Plan 
alone may be eligible for a Canada Pension Plan 
disability benefit through totalization under the 
Canada/France Agreement. 


Survivors’ Benefits 


Eligibility for Survivors’ benefits may exist if the 
deceased contributed to the Canada Pension Plan for 
1/3 of the calendar years for which contributions 
were required or for 10 calendar years, whichever is 
smaller. In no case, however, can the minimum 
period of contributions be less than 3 years. 
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A monthly pension may be paid to the surviving 
spouse of the deceased contributor. Also, monthly 
benefits may be paid on behalf of children of the 
deceased contributor provided they are under age 18 
and have never been married. Children of the 
deceased contributor who are between the ages of 18 
and 25, have never been married, and who are in 
full-time attendance at school or university may be 
eligible for monthly benefits. 

Survivors’ benefits paid under the Canada/France 
Agreement may be paid to the beneficiary in Canada, 


in France or in a third country. 


Death Benefit 


The minimum eligibility conditions for the Death 
Benefit are the same as those for Survivors’ benefits 
given above. 

The Death Benefit is a lump sum benefit which is 
payable to the estate of the deceased contributor. The 
person responsible for the administration of the 
estate should apply for this benefit as soon as 
possible after the death of the contributor. 

A Canada Pension Plan Death Benefit payable 
under the Canada/France Agreement may be paid if 
the contributor’s death occurred in Canada. 


French benefits 


The general social security scheme of France covers 
salaried workers employed in industry and 
commerce. The scheme comprises the following 
programs: 

sickness, maternity, invalidity and death insurance; 
old age insurance; 

work accident and professional sickness insurance; 
and 

family allowances. 

Unemployment benefits in France are not 
considered as social security benefits. 

In addition, there are several special schemes, 
notably the one for salaried workers employed in 
mining. 

Benefits, and qualifying conditions may differ from 
scheme to scheme. In all cases, however, only those 


ike 


insurances and allowances for the contingencies of 
invalidity, death and old age are covered under the 
Agreement. 

Old age and survivors’ benefits may be paid 
regardless of where the person had his social security 
coverage prior to the occurrence of the contingency. 

France permits the totalization of periods of 
insurance to establish eligibility for invalidity and 
death benefits, but it will not pay such benefits if the 
person concerned was subject to the Canadian plan 
on the date work was interrupted as a result of the 
invalidity or death. 


How the Agreement applies to French benefits 


If you do not meet the minimum eligibility 
requirements to qualify for French benefits, your 
contributions to the Canada Pension Plan may be 
added to your French credits to make up for the 
deficiency. Once your eligibility has been established, 
your French benefit will be paid in proportion to your 
actual contributions under French legislation. 


The Invalidity Pension 


An invalidity pension may be paid to an insured 
person whose invalidity reduces the capacity to work 
or to earn by at least 2/3. 

To qualify for an invalidity pension the insured 
person must: be less than age 60; have been 
registered for 12 months as of the 1st day of the 
month during which work was interrupted by the 
invalidity or during which invalidity resulting from 
premature physical degeneration was established; 
have been in salaried employment for at least 
800 hours during the 12-month period (or 
4 trimesters) preceding the work interruption or the 
establishment of the invalidity resulting from the 
premature physical degeneration, of which 200 hours 
must have been accumulated during the first 
3 months (or 1st trimester) of this period, or, must 
have been in a situation comparable to salaried 
employment for an equivalent period (i.e. 
unemployment, pre-retirement sickness, maternity, 
invalidity, incapacity due to accident at work, 
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professional retraining after an accident at work, 


preventive detention); have undergone a medical 
examination. 


The Old Age Pension 


The old age insurance of the general plan offers two 
types of benefits: benefits based on the insured 
person's contributions and non-contributory benefits 
designed to ensure a minimum level of income for 
elderly persons (such as: allowances for elderly 
salaried employees, mothers’ allowances, welfare 
annuities, National Solidarity Fund supplementary 
allowances). 

The calculation of the amount of old age pension 
payable is based on: 


the average annual salary during the insured person’s 
best 10 years of contributions after December 31, 
1947. The average annual salary used in this 
calculation corresponds to the amount of 
contributions paid but cannot exceed the maximum 
levels established; 

the length of the insured person’s insurance period 
up to a maximum of 150 trimesters (37'/2 years); 

the age at which the insured person requests the 
benefit beginning with age 60. 

A full pension may be acquired after 37'/2 years of 
insured or assimilated coverage (or 150 trimesters). 
Periods of sickness, maternity, lengthy illness, 
invalidity, incapacity due to accident at work, 
unemployment, statutory military service and various 
war periods may be considered in the calculation of 
the old age pension. Also, mothers are credited with 
2 years of contributions for each child raised between 
the ages of 9 and 16. 

The amount paid will vary depending upon the age 
of the insured person at the time the pension is to 
commence: at age 60, the pension is equivalent to 
25% of the average annual salary up to the allowable 
ceiling; after age 60, the pension increases by 5% for 
each subsequent year until, at age 65, its value is 
equivalent to 50% of the average salary. 

Certain categories of persons may nonetheless 
benefit from the full old age pension (i.e. 50% rate) at 
age 60. These are: insured persons recognized as 
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being unfit to work, elderly deported or interned 
persons, elderly veterans and prisoners of war, 
manual workers, women with 37'/2 years of insured 
coverage. 

Insured persons who have less than 37'/2 years of 
insured coverage are eligible for a prorated benefit. 


Survivors’ Benefits 
Survivors (usually widows) are entitled to: 


a disabled widow’s (or widower’s) pension if the 
person is under age 55 and if the invalidity is 
sufficient to render the person eligible for an 
invalidity pension (i.e. incapacity of 66.66%); 

a reversion pension payable after age 55 providing 
various conditions are met (i.e. length of marriage, 
means of support, maximum combined pension 
payable). 


Death Benefit 


Death insurance provides for the payment of a death 
benefit to persons who were, at the time of the 
insured person’s death, under the effective, total and 
permanent custody of the insured person. If no one 
satisfies this condition the beneficiaries are: 


the spouse if not separated from the deceased in law 
or in fact; 

the descendants; 

the ancestors. 

An application for the benefit must be made by 
those persons having priority within a month of the 
date of death. If no application is made within this 
period, the death benefit may be paid to the spouse 
(or common-law spouse) if not separated from the 
insured in law or in fact, to the descendants and 
ancestors, even if they were not under the custody 
and control of the insured at the date of death. 
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Before a death benefit may be paid the applicant 
must provide proof that the insured was in salaried or 
assimilated employment for at least 200 hours during 
the trimester preceding the date of death, or during at 
least 120 hours during the month preceding the date 
of death. The applicant must also provide all other 
documentation required under French legislation. 


17 


Payment of benefits 


Each country pays Its benefits inside its own borders, 
or abroad if the minimum conditions for the payment 
of benefits abroad have been met and if such 
payment is provided for under the Agreement or by 
the country’s legislation. Each country pays its 
benefits in its own currency. 
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Application for benefits or 
requests for further 
information 


Persons who have resided in Canada and in France 
after age 18 or who have contributed, in the two 
countries, to a social security scheme covered by the 
Agreement, may apply for social security benefits 
from both countries. 


in Canada 
Canadian residents may obtain an application form 
for Canadian and/or French benefits by contacting: 


The Director 

International Operations 

Income Security Programs Branch 
National Health and Welfare 
Ottawa, Ontario 

K1A OL4 


Persons desiring further information concerning 
Canadian social security benefits may also contact the 
Income Security Programs office in their area. 


In France 

Residents of France may obtain an application form 
for French and/or Canadian benefits as well as 
additional information concerning the French 
programs by contacting: 


Centre de Sécurité Sociale des Travailleurs 
Migrants, 

11, rue de la Tour des Dames, 

75436 Paris Cedex 09, 

France 


Residents of France who may be entitled to Canada 
Pension Plan disability or death benefits under 
Canadian domestic legislation should contact the 
Director, International Operations, at the address 
given above. 


(is) 


In other countries 

A person who resides in a country other than Canada 
or France may contact the appropriate agency in 
either Canada or France. Preferably, the agency in the 
country in which the person has resided for the 
longest period of time after age 18 should be 
contacted. 
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Special Protocol 


Nationals of France living in Canada may qualify for 
benefits under the Old Age Security program in the 
Same manner as other residents of Canada. 
Moreover, all nationals of France, including students, 
may receive social assistance from the provinces in 
Canada without restriction due to nationality. For 
these reasons, Canadian nationals living in France 
may qualify for certain benefits offered under the 
legislation of France. 


Allowance for elderly salaried workers 


This allowance may be granted, under the conditions 
set out by the French legislation, to elderly Canadian 
salaried workers who have insufficient resources and 
who have at least 15 years of uninterrupted residence 
in France. 


Old Age Allowance for self-employed 


Canadian nationals who were self-employed in an 
activity covered by the French old age allowance 
program but who have not contributed to that 
program may qualify for a non-contributory old age 
allowance for the self-employed on the same basis as 
French nationals subject to having resided in France 
for a total of 15 years after age 20, and having resided 
normally in France for a period of at least 5 years 
without interruption at the time of application for 
benefits. 


Special Allowances 


Canadian nationals will be eligible to receive the 
special allowances provided under French legislation 
on the same basis as French nationals subject to 
having resided in France for a total of at least 15 years 
after age 20 and having resided normally in France for 
5 years without interruption at the time of application 
for benefits. 


21 


4. National Solidarity Fund Supplementary 
Allowance 


Canadian nationals who are entitled to an old age or 
invalidity benefit from a French plan for employees 
covered under the Agreement are entitled to the 
Supplementary Allowance under the same conditions 
as French nationals. 


Note: The allowances described in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 
and 4 above cease if the beneficiary leaves French 
territory. 


5. Social Insurance for Students 


The French social insurance plan for students will 
cover Canadian students under the same conditions 
as French students, if they are studying in France and 
are neither covered by social insurance in France nor 
dependents of a person so covered. 
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